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Forced Marriage 
Forced marriage is a type of honor-based violence that dominates contemporary society. The act of forced marriage is mainly conducted to improve or preserve the honor of the family. The instance of forced marriage can be described as a situation whereby an individual is forced to get married without his or her actual consent. One of the factors that can make an individual not to grant a marriage consent includes the age of the other partner. For instance, a woman can ignore the arranged marriage proposal by the family because the purported husband might be too old. Research indicates that in 2017, Pakistan had the highest cases of forced marriage that total to 439 cases (Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 2018). The other countries that experienced a prevalence of forced marriages include Bangladesh-129 cases, Somalia-91 cases, and India-82 cases (Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 2018). In 2017, 77.8% of the incidences involved women, while 21.4% were related to males (Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 2018). Therefore, women are the primary victims of forced marriage in different countries.
Case Study on Forced Marriage
The case is based on a true story that describes the conduct of two Pakistani parents. The primary victim involved in the case was Shafilea Iftikhar Ahmed (daughter). The parents of Shafilea were Iftikhar and Farzana Ahmed. Shafilea was seventeen years old during the time of the incidence.
The issue began when Shafilea’s parents forced her into a marriage that she did not want. Shafilea was reported to have swallowed bleach, an action that portrayed a suicide attempt. The main reason that led to the above issue was that she was forced by her parents to get involved in a forced marriage (BBC, 2012). After a specific duration, her teachers noted that she was missing thus reported the matter to the police.
The law enforcement and the legal system responded swiftly on the matter. The detectives launched adequate investigations to discover all issues that revolved around Shafilea’s disappearance. After a thorough search by the police, Shafilea’s corpse was finally found in the River Kent (BBC, 2012). Even though the pathologist failed to determine the cause of death, the detectives continued with their duty of discovering the truth. Shafilea's parents were arrested to aid in the investigation process.
Based on the event, different issues happened to the victim and the perpetrators. Shafilea, who was the victim, experienced a lot of pain and suffering before her death. The confession made by Shafilea's younger sister to the police revealed that the parents killed her. The witness argued that the parents murdered Shafilea because they did not want the family to encounter shame after she refuses a Pakistani suitor who was preferred by the family, a practice that describes honor killing. Moreover, it was proved that the parents suffocated her to death by filling her mouth with a plastic bag (BBC, 2012). On the other hand, the parents who were the perpetrators of the death were arrested, tried, and found guilty of murder, thus being sentenced to life imprisonment.   
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